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on January 1st, 1836, the day he started the Chronique de Paris: " Ah ! my poor mother, 1 am broken-hearted. Madame de Berny is dying 1 It is impossible to doubt it! Only God and I know what is my despair. And I must work! work weeping." *
In the midst of his trouble, a most unfortunate occurrence took place, which besides embittering his life at the time had a decided effect on his subsequent career; and indirectly obscured his reputation even after his death.
In 1833, as we have already seen, Balzac, after long dissensions with Amedee Pichot, had definitely left the Revue de Pans. However, in 1834, when Pichot retired from the management, the new directors, MM. Anthoine de Saint-Joseph, Bonnaire, and Achille Brindeau, tried to satisfy their readers by recalling Balzac ; and " Seraphita " began to appear in the pages of the Revue. Difficulties, as might be expected, soon arose between Balzac and the management; and the undercurrent of irritation which subsisted on both sides only required some slight extra cause of offence, to render an outbreak inevitable. In September, 1835, M. Buloz, already director of the Revue des Deux Mondes, an extremely able, but bad-mannered and dictatorial man, took possession also of the much-tossed-about Revue de Paris. Balzac had known Buloz since 1831, when the latter had bought the Revue des Deux Mondes, which was
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